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Bremenium, meaning By The Roaring Stream, is the Roman name for this site
which was, at the time, the northernmost occupied fort of the Roman empire
and the most important outpost beyond Hadrian's Wall. Today it is quiet,
peaceful and one of the most remote locations in England, in the heart of the
Northumberland National Park.

Bremenium is also the first fort in the Roman Empire ever to be excavated by
archaeologists (1852) and the first to have a plan produced for it. More recently,
the site was excavated by Professor Jim Crow and Newcastle University in the
1990s, revealing some of the building structure and layout. In 2021-2 the
lottery-funded Revitalising Redesdale project provided funding for further
investigations which were led by The Archaeological Practice and established
the Redesdale Archaeology Group (RAG). RAG have since revisited the site in
2023 and 2024, working with The Archaeological Practice and with support
from Northumberland National Park.

This 2025 project was supported by The National Lottery Heritage Fund and,
for the first time, enabled a continuous four week excavation period of the
annexe to the west of the main fort. This builds on previous work and aims to
enable further learning and understanding about the occupation of this site
on the edge of the Roman Empire (although, as readers will find out,
archaeology often raises more questions than it answers!).

This diary has been collated by Katherine Williams, Evaluation Consultant,
bringing together words from the site diary and other logbooks kept by RAG
Chair, Bob Jackson, vlogs produced by The Archaeological Practice, a photo
diary from RAG member Elaine Vallack and other feedback from volunteers
and visitors. It is intended to show the day to day progress of a community
archaeology dig and the remarkable achievements of RAG’'s most recent
project at Bremenium Roman Fort at High Rochester.

The Archaeological Practice’s daily vlogs bring the dig [_E| "@
to life with tours of the trenches and interviews with
volunteers and professionals - these can be viewed at @ A |
http:/Mmww.youtube.com/@archprac or scan the code
SN——"7



Left: RAG volunteers dnd students
working ‘togeﬂ\er in Trench 2

Below: RAG volunteers in Trench 3
(Photos provided bg Elaine Vallack)

Left: Bredd oven found in Trench 2
(Photo bg Elaine Vallack)

Above: Backfilling trench 4 (photo by
Elaine Vallack)

Left: Aerial view of the site mid
excavation (photo by The
Archaeological Practice)
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DAY 1: MONDAY 74z oligger arrived on site early Yo G tarf on
ree troncles ancd RAG volunteers rmmectiately jm/ stuck 1n,
working alongsicle professionals from The Archacologieal Practice.
Even on day | some iateresting frachs were dicovered: (ot of
pottery (e ware, Saimion ware ancl Suraibed Slack ware)
along i, prices of 3ass, e anel sy all Aativg from Rovman
fimes. Loth of exciement wbont the Roman Intagli founel
Treach | by volanteer Barry = s 15 an intricately carved
qemstone, only wbouf leom i dixmeter, whiih wonlel e
(‘)l"/j/;qm[()" Seen sef m¥o a m;.j ancl used as « seal.

DAY 2: TUESDAY 4(/ 4ofs 0/( Roeman
Fraots ée/;.j revealed Yoy, Lobs of
pottery ,L.c(w/é.j Nene Valley nare,
Savmian ware and black burasted ware. i
Maltple fragquments froom amphora. Artefacts of
particalar interest are a soaall enetal ol lap
(approx €.5x3.Scon) from treach 3, a copper
medallion) o melon beacl ancl & fraguent of
pot sz/aw:/ow/ witly, o enakers cnark.

Intaglio photo: The Archaeological Practice



DAY 3: WEDNESDAY Ancter ,L.{aj(éé/ Foundl by Lara and
Jonatlan sAav/;j a portrail of an elolerly bearded wman - could
s be Socratest Many otber frachs ,;c/,;m;j (arge quanitities of

Rowman potfery.

DAY 4: THURSDAY 74e fracts 4eep coming but ne are also

s{ar{/%j to see several plhases off SM/ZMAJ now as we reveal the
ancient Roman walls. Some of the wall are overlapping,

' /&a{/;lj Afferent perioos of buld - the earler walls appear
Yo be better 7ma()¥y. Some volunteers are aow SZZomZZ/;nj Yo work
ﬂmaz/ﬂA e spoil beaps, with e Lelp of a wmetal Aetoctorist.
We also A/e(éamw/?m/feswr)/;w Crow onte site today - nof
only A Lo Aeéo to excavate e /[&n{ annexe Suf be also
/}/eaf/j[)fw/ te portrait on yesteroay's /A{aj()é as Sileans, «
companion off Baccbus /Dionysus, who was related to wausical
creatity, propletic ecstasy ano Arunken j'a)/.

DAY 5: FRIDAY A very Lot Aay andl mmany volanteers needleo 4o
retreat Yo e stads 0/f e ja@.éa wAlyel, onabloA vancl,
/or\ajr\ess on e b\/ozslg;qj 0%}[);1»/5. /n Yo troncles we are s{om{/;lj

Yo see Kowan SM/&'//AJS "'W’Uj';'j‘ Tive Roman coins /[éz/my/
Yoolay .
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DAY 6: MONDAY Arcéaea(éjy stuAonts }[ram Nevrcastle Unversity
arrived today, s{a)//;lj 1 Yhe V/Z&j@ lm(‘(‘/[ér 2 weeks. Extensve

arens 0/[ émm/;lj eriiont 1o Trencl 8 - could Sl’/zjjéﬂ[ senall
indlustry wlscl, would be expected in a walilary annexe. Prof
)/m Cron retaraed to site today. Heavy rovn 1n the of 2racon
sent us all Loome earl. Digger retarnec (ater Yo extend trencles
supervisedd by Richarc Carllon (Tt Arcbaeoloqieal Practice).

DAY 7: TUESDAY Heavy ram continues ancl we sef studlents up i
the village ball cleanig, identifying ancd cataloquing fincts. A
Fews baroty (or foolbardy) volanteers continnesl o979 1
Trencl, 3 buf &y lunclfiime we closed e site.

DAY 8: WEDNESDAY 742 rain Gas aow passerd ancd ”/’jj’;‘j 5 o
(He easier compared Yo the sun-baked conditions off week |.
We are sz/m%j to Aefrne the extent off éw’(;/@js o, a({%j
with, a probable road sarface ancl potential annexe raspart.
Today's fracts needd ,;/w//;’fmj but includte possible spear Leaol
anol o barfe.

DAY 9: THURSDAY /4 (ayout off walls is becowming wmore
cormplex anod an /;.fmjw%j SM/Z/AJ /s emerj/;lj af e westera
ep/je of site. e weleomed Roman fraos specialst Alex Croom
(Tyne & Wear Museuos) onto site Yo belp us ilentify artefacts
andd talk Yo stadents.
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DAY 10: FRIDAY Several Yest pits openedd up today on e wan
site ancl into acljacent faroa frelebs = aummerous fiacts but mostly
small and poor qualily. Treach, 3 15 now about lm Aeep. The
outer raspart i proving fo be enormous = up fo Eon wicle -
anid i seerns Yo abut the soutl, wall of cur wman Rowman
SMIZMAJ.

DAY 11: SATURDAY Ancther wet oay with, an Amber weatler
b\/ﬂtl"fql’:lj @ sboine }[ér‘ o vee/éeaﬁ'/./). Despite Hys we were j'w;leﬂ/
Sy a news volunbeer vl commented {ow vaucl, ey baol
learned anol bons welecome Yhay folt. Sl fircting siyofrant
aimounts of burat matersal in Trench 5. Metal Actecting
continues on Yhe spoil heaps (aothyng remarkable toolay).
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DAY 12: MONDAY 7oolay we were visited Sy a Arystone waller
working on Yhe aolacent farom. He brougld down an ivteresting
stone which bo found 1n e wall ~ Hys taraed out to be a
sonall Rovaan altar. Very worn (Yo be e'x/oecz[ep/) bt we stall
sencl offf for analysii ancl bope we can forol out more about fhe
rseryptions. We are albo continarng i our test pits ancl Yrenches
witl, frnots, éw’(;/,;js, roads and ravparts éa;j Fartber

“unco I/(?J"éﬁ'{.

DAY 13: TUESDAY 4~ /;w/oPeSS/}e amount 0}[][/6&'{3 so /[ém, 50?4\ In
7:‘4%2412)/ andd 7:4&6?)/. Trench, & bos been extonded Yo reveal

wmore off Hhe square éM/Zé//Aj /Ac(w//%j a possible Aoorasay.
Elerdore we bave a second bread oven 54@ }4,;321 ée/;lj }[éww'{
on the Revitalising Reclesolale olig 1 2022). A beaitiful bloe
j(éss Loarl was /[Ww/ (ate 1n the Aay.

We were j'w%w/ bodday by Roman frasts specialst Linolsay
Allason=Jones andd Professors Rob Collins anol Mark Jackson
/[kawz NMevscastle University. Cinclsay wnll carry out e post-
excavation apprasal of semall frncs for us.

DAY 14: WEDNESDAY S{anz//;j Yo elose Aowrn somme Yost prs aon.
Caa{/;‘z/n;‘j to expose walls i [rencl 2 @xz/ew//;lj /[zkrféer east
U on /4;3{ eXfec{e/). Cobbles now also ée/;lj reveale.



DAY 15: THURSDAY We stifter o (ot of soil todlay! /e frnally
dicovereo the rampart wall and # lools fantastic wit,
substantial asilur Slocks anel offet founctution. Bualelings i all
Yreacles are éewwéj vancl, Seber /pf)%ey/ andd we now bave.
> 4 square SMIZMAJ in trench &, near Yo the /[.r;nz[ ja{eamy, witl,
very broac wall

> Layers of walls from dfferent periods i treach, ¢ -

r‘emaw;qj e (ater eféemem/ walls Las revealed /[wz[/;ljs 0}[ o
earty bulbling

> Soutl, wall (beyonl the breacl oven) emm;j yet furtler Lo
the east - a very (émje émx?é//Aj rnlee!

> Newly discovered flagged floor revealeo belows too stone
/[/aan smrﬁces ot e west end 0}[ SMIZMAJ 2

Firels are still berng retriavedd from the iniial spol beap ancl it
seerns lkely that ¥hys counld contarn 4/j4 status caidlen aaterial Q
from asile the fort, possibly from the Preforiam (commancling D
offrcers bouse).

We also welcomed a grovy /[kvwz Nortl, East S/jlf Mobters on

site Yooy - a new exfeméace /[ér #oose young /ow/o(é wlo Lave
s/jlg_/ /;vz/om;"wzéh?é. 74@)/ wWere aé(é 210 Amh&’{(é }41‘[&’{3, }[éé( 74\@
Rowan walls and bave a 9 ot enetal y/efecﬁéj, a('/jw}/w/ Ly

our 1/0(1’14 112[2(?./"3 =
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DAY 16: FRIDAY 74¢ sheer size of the burleings, wall anc
mm/oarz/s af Bresaeniven 1 waz//;lw%j to smr/wée us. Aj“';‘/ &
qoorl range of pottery was recovered irclosting o large aimphors
bonolle and Sase. Students en j'ayep/ (éam/;lj bow Yo take levels
andd Arovs Yrencl, sections.

DAY 17: SATURDAY (ast Hay on site for our stueants. Ammjsz/
otler /[);m/s, a Romon com was dscovered i Treacl, /.

DAY 18: MONDAY /%o Yhe frnal weck. .. The square éw&ﬁg /i
treach & appears to Lave very substantial walls /[&r b size and
carious Yheories are emerging about i funchion. More of the
encrinous rampart wall i brench S bas been revealecd togetler
witl, an adlfacent outer ditel, (whyeh couled potestially quve rise
to well-preserved artefacts dae to gooel anaerobie conolitions).
(o Yrench 2 the north wall of our first buldling continues
eastorsrol = o very sizeable bulling iacleer! The Making History
project éraMJlf cbylieAren from Kits Kabin ancl Mortl, Tyne
Youll, onte site - Yoy ba (ts a/f/[ém eXf(ér/Aj our /[);m/s,
metal Aetecting anol mounting a surprise atfack on our volunteers
(it faces parnterl Slue as o wative bribe of ' Woad

Woarriors' ).



DAY 19: TUESDAY /reach ( filleod i boday. Treact & was
extendeot 1 another atlempt fo frrol the wall retarn. Further
proqress made is trench 3 ¥o reveal the wnnere wnll. A gpeat
ool of orsne materia i won ey encountered across the site
ol Bes eallgal porloclsfy et Hlale 7 s Hoernclics
e doar antler wvns founel on the worth side of uileling 1
alony it o probuble guming counter macle from Slack
polibecd stone. Trenches were extendleo agar by diger ofter
volunteers ool (é}ff the site. We were visited by Tony Wilmots,
Haclriian"s Wall sellor Yorlay.

DAY 20: WEDNESDAY [reach & 15 still exz/ew/,;j north, - Yhe
wall nons appears to icorporate a secondl bulld af it wordl, end &
(perbaps o platforom for a bimber Sulling?). In trench 3, Yhe
rocoapart wall was cloaned up anol an 0Pjah/£:-P/£:4 (ayer
,;.ueszéja{e% for poteatial &'{od[l;qj evilonce - z/m;j to unclerstand
the sequence of events. Continuedd /L.uesz//jamas 1 treach, 2
(e trench ), revealecd o Roman drais hrough the north, wall
af its eost encl. We were j'vl;né&’{ torday &y an olA /[héw/ 0/[ Yo
site, archaeoloqst Clhve v/addlington wlo was part of Yhe

excavation tearn Lore i1n e ear(}/-m;}/4ﬁﬁ0$, as well as

/)W"mez C(”)MHZZ)/ Cf)l/mw[ m"clmw(éj/g{ /)ou//% MaSUH/ an é'XfU‘ZZ /;1
a//ﬂg;‘js Rooman.
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DAY 21: THURSDAY  (cts of backfilling and olransing /recording
Fontlls. Black mesmbrants used to preserve fentares
watlergrouncd and enable continuecd excavations in Ftare. Metal
Aotectorite busy it the spol before # i refurned fo tronches
anol A4qing continues 1o trenches & andl ¢ S(obs found i the
cloy adjncont o tho broad oven are (hely fo bave bolol dinbors
with, o wrell proserved plank foundd nearby in the waterlogged
conclitions along with whal appears to be a complete plam. SEU
/4(/?&/{0 /[);m/a refura n ¥he e'xcee//;lj()? /wlj wall 1a Treact, &
~ s 15 perbaps o focus for a fabare season? Groups frow
Tynedale USA ancl the National Park /'omw,mj 1a Protected
Lancbcapes toam visited (botl, very interested to speak to
voluntoers andd leara about the fort) as well as
Nortlumberlandd's fssistant County Arclacoloqst Karea Derbasn
ancl Dr Jaime Harrison. .

DAY 22: FRIDAY AU trenctes backpilleo anc the faramer's frold
put back to "normal’ . w/aterlogqed condlitions encountered
ZZZLI"OMJZU”JMZZ wucl, of the excavation aon, ia /Z:oa%j potential for
s(’a/j[)’caa{ preservabion of anjam& waterial whiel, could j/}e rise
Yo yef wore /Aferesfzéj /f/s across the site = next time!

Fincls from ts oy wll now be evaluater by researchers
//[hw/aj /oenmn/?/mj because 7ma(7/y andd 7:4%7[7[)/ 15 eauch,

bogher Hhan antrepatedd).



Visitor log

Day | weather No. of Newcastle Uni | Visitors (individ.uo\.ls. groups dnd invited
volunteers | students guests and specialists)

1 Bright & sunny 25 1

2 Dry & breezy 23 3

3 Sunny, breezy 20 4

4 Hot & dry 12 8

5 Very hot 13 1

6 Warm, hedvy rain pm 13 24 5

7 Constant rain 7 24 2

8 Overcast but dry 12 24 5

9 Sunny 12 24 8 inc Alex Croom, Tyne & Wear Museums

10 Dry 13 24 4

1 S’cormg (2] 24 4

12 Overcast but dry/warm 8 22 6 inc dry stone waller from next farm

13 Showery 1 22 8 inc 2 professional archdeologists

14 13 22 1

- S = - ::\iilr;ier:ll; Sight Matters (8 adults, 5

16 Overcast, cooler 12 22 10

17 Cloudj 16 22 13

8 overcast, cooler 6 27 inc Kids Kabin & North Tyne Youth
(6 adults, 13 children)

19 Sunny intervals 19 10

20 Dull but warm 1 16

21 S 1 31 inc Tynedale U3A (17 adults) +
Farming in Protected Landscapes team

22 Overcast 18 2
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COMMENTS FROM OUR SOME OF OUR VISITORS

D_alj Visitors from Comment
Here on holiday and have had a guided tour of the
dig site. Very interesting, have been able to hold
some finds. Very friendly bunch of people. Will be
Day 2 & Vorkshire visiting everyday for a week to see what turns up.
Day 4 Last visit this morning interesting to see cleaned up
finds. I am now following the dig on Facebook.
Have thoroughly enjoyed visiting this dig. Thank
you to all.
Day 3 Netherlands Beaufciful intesresting site. Thank you for the tour
and information.
Many thanks to Bob and the team for a
Day 4 Aberdeen fascinating tour of ’Fhe dig and some of the finds.
WOW! Great to see first hand and to add to our
understanding of the Roman history of the area.
Local resident, Good to have you back in Bremenium. Look forward to
PeL) & High Rochester following progress over the next three weeks!
_ Very informative. So great to see a dig! Bob was
Day 8 Australia i
fantastic.
prudhoe Feel so lucky that we timed our visit to Dykehead to be
Wn
Day 8 ' able to visit the dig! Thanks loads to Bob for all the
Northumberland | . :
information!
. Very interesting to see and hear about the dig in
Day 9 Cramlington, rogress. Much more than we expected to see. Excellent
J Northumberland | F -9 :
visit.
We came dcross the site on our roadtrip to Scotland
Day 13 Belgium from Belgium. Thank you for the interesting tour! We've

loved it very much and wish you all 9000( luck.




Day Visitors from Comment
We've really enjoyed visiting the fort and seeing a dig in
Day 16 Erst Vel progress! They're clearly all very o(ef;(icateo( and our guide
was very knowledgeable. Lovely to find out more and
wishing the team luck in future work. Thank you!
S T Local resident, Amazing! Incredible what is below the fields. Thank you
9 Rochester for the fab tour!
Lovely to see progress. Third year I visited (alongside dog
Day 17 Not stated trialling). Lots of pottery! Thanks for showing me
around!
A fantastic tour given by Bob explaining the history and
- Widdrington, the workings of the current dig. We were so enthused
9 Northumberland | that we will be joining RAG in time for next season.
Thank you to one and all!
Smashing site. We were excited to find it so close to our
cottage. Thrilling part of history. many thanks to the
Day 19 Mgt e young quide that took the time to explain what was
found.
Stunning results from a limited investigation raising
important questions about the nature, pko\sing, kis‘tory
Siekn 96 Dr Clive of the edge of the Roman Empire. This site has
2 Waala“ng‘ton considerable potential to answer key questions .. about
the wider Roman occupation and repeated invasions of
northern Britain.
Followed the dig online and have a real passion for late
Tour guide, NE Roman Britain, wanted to see the development of the dig
Day 21 .
England and to understand more of what was happening here.
Thank you for being welcome.
Well! What an amazing visit to a VERY SPECIAL site with
Day 21 Tynedale U3A such significance in the Northern Roman Frontier.

Everyone involved was so helpful, enthusiastic and
passionate about this site. Thank You!!!
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Bremenium 2025
i numbeits

45 Volunteers | 8 Professional archaeologists working on site |

I1 Visiting archaeologists and academics | 24 Archaeology students |

20+ children (volunteers and visitors) | 22 Days on site |

>4000 Volunteer hours | 350 sq metres excavated |
2 farms | 500 tONNES of soil moved | Atleast 1000 finds

including 91 small finds of interest | 200 visitors | 5 visiting groups

And, in the weeks after the dig.. 6 OFY IMOYE€ outreach activities including

talks and hands on displays at local shows.

Photos of visitors from Kids Kabin: Elaine Vallack
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Bremenium 2025 small finds list*

F_iMimo_Q Quantity Notes
All of red carnelian stone, carvings
Intaglio x3 (1 fragment) depicting mythological scene and

Silenus, companion of Bacchus

Denarii (1st-3rd century AD),

Silver (Ag) Coin x10 inclusive of hoard x7 coins found
together
x4 stamped These, among large quantity of plain

Noteworthy sherds of Samian
Pottery

x7 decorated
x1 spinollewkorl

sherds belonging to all manner of

crockery types

Large rim sherd with decorative

i 1
Mortaria S‘to\mp X s‘to\m|o
1
" |o\m|o A rare bronze oil |o\m|o, small and
x7 brooch . .
Copper (Cu) alloy 2 ol posmblg votive.
19 ‘tem’ All to be apprmseol
x2 hook
x2 blade
lron (Fe) x1 spearhead All to be appraised
x2 buckle
x6 'item’
4 vessel sherds Decorated and from squared vessels.
Glass 4 beads Many other plain sherds. All to be
appmised
x1 unit seal
x3 |oo1: repair
Lead (Pb) All to be appraised

x9 ‘item’

x1 lead sling shot

Stone gaming

counter

x1

To be dppraised

*Initial finds list provided by The Archaeological Practice, September 2025
(all items still to be fully appraised/analysed)
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